Getting in touch:
Prosecuting Cases of Domestic Violence

For further information about the PPS, please contact:

If the victim confirms that the complaint
is true but still wants to withdraw the PPS
will consider whether it is possible to
continue with the prosecution without the
victim’s evidence and whether the case
should continue against the victim’s
wishes.
The safety of the victim, any child or any
other potentially vulnerable person will be
a prime consideration in deciding whether
it is in the public interest to continue the
case against the victim’s wishes.

What happens when a
decision is taken to continue
with a prosecution against
the victim’s wishes?
If the PPS decides that the prosecution
should continue consideration is given as
to whether it is necessary to require the
victim to attend court to give evidence in
person or whether to apply to the court
to use the victim’s statement as evidence
without requiring his or her attendance at
court.
A decision to require a victim to attend
court against his or her wishes will only
be taken by an experienced prosecutor
after consultation with police, with the
safety of the victim and any child or other
vulnerable person being a prime
consideration.

A victim’s statement can be used as evidence in
court without the need for his or her attendance
at court but only in very limited circumstances
and it is for the court to decide whether to allow
such a statement to be used in this manner.

What can a victim of Domestic
Violence expect from the PPS?
The PPS will treat all victims of Domestic Violence
and other witnesses with courtesy and respect.
The PPS will make every effort to keep victims
informed of the progress of their case, although
this may not be possible in every instance.
However, if a victim or witness contacts the PPS
every effort will made to address their query.

What measures are available to
help Victims and Witnesses?
In appropriate cases the PPS can apply for special
measures to assist with giving evidence, for
example by live TV link. The PPS also works
closely with its partner agencies including the
Northern Ireland Court Service and Victim
Support NI to help provide support at court.
The PPS ‘Policy for Prosecuting Cases of
Domestic Violence’ explains the above issues in
more detail. Please contact the PPS if you would
like a copy. Alternatively it is available on our
website: www.ppsni.gov.uk
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Independent, Fair and Effective

Prosecuting Cases
of Domestic
Violence

“Domestic Violence” is a general term to
describe a range of behaviour often used
by one person to control and dominate
another with whom they have, or have
had, an intimate or family relationship.
When taking decisions as to prosecution
in cases of Domestic Violence the Public
Prosecution Service (PPS) adopts the
following definition: “Any criminal
offence arising from any incident of
threatening behaviour, violence or abuse
(psychological, physical, verbal, sexual,
financial or emotional) inflicted on one
person by another where they are or have
been intimate partners or family
members, irrespective of gender or
sexual orientation.”

What is the role of the PPS in
cases involving Domestic
Violence?
The PPS decides whether or not to
prosecute people for committing criminal
offences. It decides what the correct
charges should be and is also
responsible for prosecuting the case at
court. The PPS is independent of
Government and the Police Service for
Northern Ireland (PSNI) when carrying out
its functions. No one can make the PPS
prosecute a particular case nor stop it
from doing so.

Does the PPS investigate crime
involving Domestic Violence?
No. Crimes are investigated by the PSNI. When the
PSNI investigate a crime, they send a file to the PPS
to decide who is to be prosecuted and for what
offences.

Does the PPS prosecute cases on
behalf of the victim of Domestic
Violence?
The PPS prosecutes cases on behalf of the whole
community, not on behalf of any one individual. For
this reason, the views of the victim, while important
and fully taken into account, cannot be the only
consideration when deciding whether or not to
prosecute.

Who makes the decision for or
against prosecution in cases
involving Domestic Violence?
All decisions are made by public prosecutors who
are qualified lawyers of appropriate experience.

How does the PPS reach a decision
to prosecute in cases involving
Domestic Violence?
When the PSNI complete their investigation, they
send a file to the PPS. The prosecutor must decide
whether there is sufficient evidence to put a person
on trial. Prosecutions are initiated by the PPS where
it is satisfied that the Test for Prosecution is met.

The Test for Prosecution is a two stage test as
follows:
i. The Evidential Test: The evidence which can be
adduced at court is sufficient to provide a
reasonable prospect of conviction.
In order to convict the judge or jury have to be
satisfied beyond a reasonable doubt that a person
is guilty. It is not enough for them to think that
the accused might be or is probably guilty.
For this reason it is important to know if there is
independent evidence that supports the victim’s
account. This could be evidence from a witness
or forensic evidence such as fingerprints or
bloodstains. Independent evidence can make a
stronger case than a case based on one person’s
word against another’s.
ii. The Public Interest Test: prosecution is
required in the public interest.
Each of these stages must be considered
separately and passed before a decision to
prosecute can be taken.
The decision to prosecute or not to prosecute is
very important. If someone is prosecuted and
later found not guilty they are likely to suffer
disruption and worry. On the other hand, a
decision not to prosecute can cause great
distress and upset to a victim. So the PPS must
carefully consider whether or not to prosecute.

Why might the PPS decide not to
prosecute a case involving
Domestic Violence?

Lack of sufficient evidence is the most
common reason for decisions not to
prosecute. If there is not enough evidence
to provide a reasonable prospect that a
court will be satisfied that a person is guilty,
the prosecution will not go ahead.
Even where the victim’s account is credible,
the evidence may simply not be strong
enough to prosecute anyone.
The above explanations are a simplified
version of the Code for Prosecutors. Please
contact the PPS if you would like a copy.
Alternatively, it is available on our website:
www.ppsni.gov.uk

What happens when a victim of
Domestic Violence withdraws
support for the prosecution or
no longer wishes to give
evidence?
This does not mean that the case will
automatically be stopped. The PPS will have
to find out why the victim has made this
decision as he/she may be in fear of the
perpetrator or is being subjected to pressure
or intimidation. The PPS will request police
to obtain a written statement from the victim
explaining the reasons for withdrawing
support and confirming whether the original
statement was true. The PPS will ask the
police to carry out an assessment of the
risks to the victim, any child and any other
person’s safety.
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