Public . . .
éa Prosecution Policy and Information Unit
Service Belfast Chambers

93 Chichester Street
Belfast BT1 3JR

Our Reference: FOI 368/25-26
13 April 2026
Re: Review of Your Freedom of Information Request

| am writing in reply to your correspondence dated 11 March 2026 for an internal review
of the response issued to your Freedom of Information request (FOI 368 25/26).

In your FOI request dated 5 February, you had asked the following:

1. “For the last five years, can the PPS detail how many people it has considered
prosecuting for carrying or displaying a paramilitary flag or flags in public? Or wearing
paramilitary insignia?

2. Please break that down into each year.

3. Foreach case, please note the specific type of paramilitary flag/insignia the individual
or individuals displayed, naming the paramilitary group they were supporting.

4. And for each case please then detail the outcome. Eg were they cautioned,
prosecuted, case dropped.

5. If prosecuted, state under what Act, for what offences and what the sentence was’.

In your email dated 11 March 2026 you had asked for an internal review of the response,
stating as follows:

“I'd like an internal review.



There was a previous report which showed that the PPS could determine whether the
offence related to support for loyalist or republican paramilitary groups so | don't
understand how that can't be done again”.

| was not involved in the formulation of the original response and have now undertaken a
review of the handling of your request and the information that was provided to you in FOI
368/25/26.

The PPS responded to your original FOI request on 11 March and advised that the
specific type of paramilitary flag/insignia the individual or individuals displayed, naming
the paramilitary group they were supporting, is not recorded on the PPS Case
Management System (CMS) in a way that is easily extractable. Therefore, any attempt to
respond to your request would require a manual search which would easily exceed the
cost limit as defined in Section 12 of the FOI Act.

Having carried out my assessment, and in considering the additional points raised in your
request for an internal review, | can confirm that Section 12 is applicable. The information
requested is not recorded on the PPS Case Management System (CMS) in a way that is
easily extractable and to respond would require a manual search which would easily
exceed the cost limit as defined in Section 12 of the Act which makes provision for public
authorities to refuse requests for information where the cost of dealing with them would
exceed the appropriate limit.

| appreciate that the decision to apply this exemption will be disappointing to you, but |
can assure you that it has been reached only after very careful consideration.

If you are dissatisfied with my decisions in this matter, you may wish to contact the
Information Commissioner. The Information Commissioner can be contacted at:

Information Commissioner’s Office
Woycliffe House

Water Lane

Wilmslow

Cheshire

SK9 5AF








