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FOI 386/25-26          18 March 2026 

        

We refer to your email dated 16 February 2026 in which you requested information. 

Your request has been dealt with under the terms of the Freedom of Information Act 

2000. 

 

Freedom of Information Act 2000 

 

The Freedom of Information Act creates rights of access for any person making a 

request for information to a public authority. The rights of access are twofold. Firstly, 

to be informed by the public authority if it holds information of the description specified 

in the request, and if that is the case, secondly, to be provided with that information. 

These rights are subject to important limitations, which are designed to achieve a 

proper balance between the right to know and considerations of law and policy in the 

broader public interest.  

 

You had asked the following: 

 

“Please provide the following, covering the period since the Terrorism Act 2000 came 

into force till now: 

 

1 - The first year the PPS received a file re a Section 13 Terrorism Act offence. 

 

2a - The total number of files received by PPS relating to Section 13 offences under 

the terrorism act. 

2b - The total number of suspects, broken down those linked to loyalist groups, 

republican groups, or other. 

 

3a - A breakdown of the republican suspects, whether prosecuted or not. 

3b - A breakdown of the reason not to prosecute (evidence or public interest). 

 

4a - A breakdown of the loyalist suspects, whether prosecuted or not. 
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4b - A breakdown of the reason not to prosecute (evidence or public interest). 

 

5 – A breakdown of the republican suspects who were prosecuted, whether they were 

convicted or not. 

 

6 – A breakdown of the loyalist suspects who were prosecuted, whether they were 

convicted or not. 

 

7 - If there were any files received regarding suspects linked to a group other than 

republican or loyalist, please provide: 

  

- The number of such suspects.  

- Whether prosecuted or not.  

- Whether convicted or not.  

 

Note: I’m happy to receive the following information as total figures for the circa 25 

year period. However, if it is possible to provide the figures into bands of even 5 years, 

that would be helpful. If not, just the total figures is fine. (i.e. 100 files received since 

the act came in, relating to 300 suspects, of which X amount were linked to republican 

groups, etc)”.  

 

In response to question 1, please be advised that the first file received by the PPS in 

relation to section 13 of the Terrorism Act 2000 was in 2003.  

 

In response to question 2(a), we can advise that from the introduction of section 13 of 

the Terrorism Act 2000, PPS has received 90 files to date, involving 289 suspects.  

 

In response to question 2(b) please be advised that this information is not recorded on 

the PPS Case Management System (CMS) in a way that is easily extractable. 

Therefore,  any attempt to respond to your request would require a manual search 

which would easily exceed the cost limit as defined in section 12 of the FOI Act which 

makes provision for public authorities to refuse requests for information where the cost 

of dealing with them would exceed the appropriate limit; for the PPS as a Government 

Department the limit is set at £600. This represents the estimated cost of one person 

spending 3.5 working days in determining whether the department holds the 

information, locating, retrieving and extracting the information. 

 

In response to questions 3(a) and 4(a), any attempt to respond to your request would 

require a manual search of all cases which would easily exceed the cost limit as 

defined in section 12 of the FOI Act. However, we can advise that, to date, a total of 

112 summary prosecution decisions and 95 no prosecution decisions have been 

issued for offences under section 13 of the Terrorism Act 2000. A further 7 suspects 

have been prosecuted for another offence (i.e. an offence other than s13). 
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Wilmslow 

Cheshire 

SK9 5AF 

    

Yours sincerely, 

  

Information Management Team 

Public Prosecution Service 

 




